July 17, 2009

On Sunday, July 19th, John Sias, vicar at Trinity from 2007-2008,

will be ordained and installed at Grace Lutheran Church, Colstrip, Montana.

VBS 2009 — August 3-7 — Sign up now for
“Gadget’s Garage”

(God’s Always Doing Great Exciting Things)

Invite family, friends & neighbors!

Registration forms are available online at www.paword.com.

Contact Vicar Solum for more information.

Friday Reading

Based on Bo Giertz’s Preaching from the Whole Bible, pp. 82-83

God teaches us that every man is a sinner: “None is righteous, no, not one;  . . .  all have sinned and fall short o f the glory of God.” Our inner being contains something that rises up against God. God calls it “the flesh,” referring to how man, who is flesh and blood, typically and naturally acts apart from reconciliation with Him; this flesh is neither nor can be subject to the law of God.

Yet God’s law remains. He does not state what an ordinary man is required to do if he is to fulfill the law’s demands; instead He states what a man must be if he is to be able to stand in the presence of the holy God. He states what is right and good, and the good is always a part of the being of God.

Jesus has therefore very seriously insisted that no one can hedge on the demands of the law of God. His Gospel does not imply that He lowers the demands. When He discarded the extra rules to the law that the Pharisees advocated, He demanded not less but more than they had. He plainly says that we will not enter the kingdom unless our righteousness goes beyond that of the scribes and the Pharisees. No one should imagine that Jesus had come to destroy God’s demands—not a single aspect of His Word, not even the smallest conceivable part a dot of ink or a serif of a letter, would perish.

It is not enough then to fulfill those commandments that we regard as most important, for “whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.”

But then who can be saved? The disciples asked that question in their day. And Jesus replied: “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Paul expresses it this way: “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do; sending His own Son I the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin He condemned sin in the flesh.” Again we are face to face with the fact of redemption, which is the basis of all Christian faith.

He who believes in Jesus is free from the condemnation of the law. In spite of his sins he may be a child of God. But he is not free from what God describes as the service of righteousness. Those baptized into Christ have become servants of righteousness. The servant uses God’s law as a policeman and a judge over the old man, the flesh; he is reminded of the word that God spoke to Cain: “If you do well, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do well, sin is crouching at your door; its desire is for you but you must master it.” The commandments become a useful aid to help us to keep clear the boundaries between right and wrong.

But he who believes also possesses the Spirit of God. And as we walk by the Spirit so that He is at work within us, then the demands of the law are also fulfilled. Since the Christian has both the Spirit and his own flesh, there is a constant battle. But it was never, is not, and will never be that we are God’s children on account of our fulfillment of the law. This Christ has done; He came to fulfill all righteousness and to fulfill the Law and the Prophets.

Prayers

Collect for Trinity 6

Lord of all power and might, Author and Giver of all good things, graft into our hearts the love of Your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of Your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For the Church

Remember, O Lord, Your Church, to deliver her from all evil and to perfect her in Your love. Strengthen and preserve her by Your Word and sacraments. Enlarge her borders, that Your gospel may be preached to all nations and gather the faithful from all the ends of the earth into the kingdom that You have prepared. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For the Evening

O Father, You are the Keeper of the Church, and You neither slumber nor sleep; be the Guardian of our lives. We commend to Your gracious protection our bodies, in waking and in sleeping, in life and in death. Cover us with Your hand, and shelter us from all evil, from fear, and from all danger. We hope in You alone, and let Your merciful name shield us and help us unto light everlasting. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Sixth Sunday after Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 579, “The Law of God Is Good and Wise”

Hymn of the Day: LSb 580, “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”

Distribution Hymn: LSb 596, “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 20:1-18
1And God spoke all these words, saying, 2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

3You shall have no other gods before Me. 4You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments.”

7“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.”

8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”

13“You shall not murder.”

14“You shall not commit adultery.”

15“You shall not steal.”

16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

18Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off.

· On what basis has God laid these demands upon us?

· How much of our lives do the commandments cover?

Epistle, Romans 6:1-11

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?

3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.

6We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin.

8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. 10For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

· How do we know what the newness of life looks like?

· As we walk in the newness of life, in what do we show ourselves participating?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 5:17-26

[Our Lord said:] 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny”

· Did the Pharisees and scribes appear righteous to the “ordinary Temple-goer”? How can our righteousness exceed that of those who appear utterly righteous?

· It is easy enough to point out where another has erred and failed in righteousness, but Jesus does not emphasize highlighting anyone’s sin; to what does He turn our attention?

Announcements

Sun, 7/19

· LSF Bible study is on hiatus
Wed, 7/22

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Chalcedon

Thu, 7/23

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir - summer recess

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Fri-Mon, 7/24-27

· Vicar Solum away

Sun, 7/26, 7th Sun. after Holy Trinity Sunday

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 2:7-17; Romans 6:19-23; Mark 8:1-9)

· 12:30 p.m., Voters’ Assembly Meeting/Calendar Planning session

Tue, 7/28

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

Sun, 8/2

· after 2nd Service, VBS set-up

Mon-Fri, 8/3-7

· Vacation Bible School with Program and Picnic on Friday 8/7

God’s Stewards. Everything of the Levitical priesthood ended in and found its definitive purpose in the work of Christ. Precisely through this work does the full realization of our daily work become possible. For through the work of Christ, we have been made ready to serve as a priestly gathering. His sacrifice, offered once for all, for all mankind, forever authoritative (Hebrews 7:27; 9:12,26; 10:10), which is always at work in His continuous intercession (Hebrews 7:17,24f., Romans 8:34; Revelation 5:6) makes it possible for we who are united to Him in faith to exercise our service in the royal priesthood, specifically the offering of Spiritual sacrifices and the proclamation of the mighty acts of God (1 Peter 2:1-10).

Missions. Trinity is linked to India, where David and Beth Hoeppner serve. “We gathered two groups of teachers together to talk about teaching Bible stories. Around 100 primary teachers came to the first teacher training and about 70 came to the second one. Since these teachers have few resources, we taught them various ways to present Bible stories instead of simply reading them. Both groups said that they had never been invited to a conference like this, so we were encouraged to do more in the future. It has become clearer through our meetings with church leaders and teachers that their expectations of us are great. By showing an interest in schools through our visits, by having teachers brought together for training, and by renewing an interest in teaching methods as a way of reaching children in fun ways, we have opened up all kinds of possibilities for the future. We have been directed to not only work to enhance the schools’ religion curriculum, but have also been given a challenge to work with the churches to complete a Sunday school curriculum that will be translated into five languages to reach into four Indian states. We will also continue our work with vacation Bible school.”

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 20:1-18
· On what basis has God laid these demands upon us? God has created us, and therefore He as our Creator lays claim to all life, whether a person acknowledges it or not; and second, by redeeming us and rescuing us at His own cost—in the flesh and blood of His own Son—He had made us His own; and therefore we honor God with our bodies as well as our spirits.
· How much of our lives do the commandments cover? Though the commandments do not explicitly detail every contingency, our God subjects our entire lives to His will, clearly expressed in His words.

Epistle, Romans 6:1-11

· How do we know what the newness of life looks like? The laws of God both prescribe and describe how the children of the Father live. A child of the Father protects the reputation of the other children in the family—thus the eighth commandment says.
· As we walk in the newness of life, in what do we show ourselves participating? We show that we belong to the new creation, to a life ruled not by the old man and his desires of the flesh and controlled by fear and ruled by power but to a new life in God enlivened by His Spirit and sustained by His promises and dependent on Him for all things.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 5:17-26

· Did the Pharisees and scribes appear righteous to the “ordinary Temple-goer”? Yes, their public demonstrations were to be illustrations of what a truly pious life was. How can our righteousness exceed that of those who appear utterly righteous? Well, not by our actions, but by relying on the righteousness of Christ, who as the Son of the Father had a perfected faith in the promises of God and would not rely on Himself.

· It is easy enough to point out where another has erred and failed in righteousness, but Jesus does not emphasize highlighting anyone’s sin; to what does He turn our attention? He emphasizes reconciliation; as God reconciled Himself to us in Christ, so we live in reconciliation with each other also and only through Christ’s life. A life before God is not chiefly about how much righteousness you can show but rather dependence on the Father in Christ and the power of the Spirit for your meaning, identity, and security.






